COLOMBIA

Healthcare Workers Leading the Way in
Maternal Health Improvements

Reducing Severe Maternal Morbidity

BACKGROUND: aAmid rising Venezuelan migration to Colombia and the COVID-19
pandemic, Colombia's National Institute of Health reported a significant rise in the Severe
Maternal Morbidity (SMM) ratio among both Venezuelans and Colombians. USAID Local Health
System Sustainability Project (LHSS) Colombia, with the Ministry of Health and Social
Protection, implemented a Social Innovation Model to reduce the SMM ratio.

Trend of Severe Maternal Morbidity (SMM)
ratio among 12 healthcare providers
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*The World Health Organization (WHO) defines severe maternal morbidity (SMM) as a state in

USAID A' A which a woman nearly dies but survives a complication that occurred during pregnancy, Source: LHSS Colombia, with information provided by 12 healthcare providers

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ACCELERATOR childbirth, or within 42 days of the end of pregnancy. participating in the Collaborative Improvement strategy, 2023.




